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CRITERIA/REQUIREMENTS FOR CREDIT UNIT EXEMPTION FOR DIPLOMA GRADUATES  

No. Criteria 

1 Exemptions for units can only be granted for diploma-level courses. 

2 Courses applied for unit exemption may be combined (covering two or more courses)

to obtain an exemption for a single course at the degree level. However, if the School

intends to recommend only one diploma-level course for exemption from one degree-
level course, the diploma-level course must be equivalent to the university course and

carry the same or higher number of units. 

3 Courses taken while working (in service) by diploma graduates shall not be considered

for unit exemption. 

4 The total semester exemption shall not exceed two semesters*, subject to the decision

of the PPKEE Unit Exemption Committee. 

5 The maximum number of units allowed for exemption shall not exceed one-third of 
the total unit requirements for graduation (1/3 x 135 = 45 units). 

6 No exemption shall be granted for industrial training, as the scope of work during 
diploma studies is that of a technician or technologist. In contrast, the scope of work 

during a bachelor's degree program is that of an engineer. (This requirement is to fulfill

the graduation criteria set by the Engineering Accreditation Council, EAC.) 

7 Only courses at levels 100 and 200 are eligible for consideration. 

8 The minimum academic achievement for diploma-level courses eligible for unit 
exemption consideration is a grade of at least B (3.0) or equivalent. 

9 Courses previously taken at the former institution of higher learning must be 
equivalent (with at least 80% similarity in course content) to the courses offered at 
USM. 

* Total semester exempted 

No. of units exempted < 8 9 - 32 
33 – 1/3 of the total 

graduation 
requirement units 

No. of semester exempted 0 1 2 



Standard Operating Procedure for Credit Unit Exemption 

1. The Dean appoints a Credit Unit Exemption Committee at the School level. 

2. Students must complete the Credit Unit Exemption Form no later than the second week 
from the date of registration as a USM student. The completed application form, together 
with a full academic transcript and the diploma-level course syllabi, must be submitted to 
the School for approval. 

3. Endorsement by the Dean of the School of Electrical and Electronic Engineering (PPKEE), 
based on the recommendations and decisions of the PPKEE Credit Unit Exemption 
Committee. 

4. The application is forwarded to the Senior Deputy Registrar (Academic Management) 
through the Examinations & Graduation Section, Registrar’s Department, for approval. 
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